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February is National Children’s Dental Health Month 
 

Each February, we celebrate National Children’s 
Dental Health Month (NCDHM) to raise awareness of 

evidence-based best practices at preventing dental 

disease in children.  The theme of the 2022 national 

event is “Sealants Make Sense.” 

Here are some key facts about dental sealants from 

the recently published report, Oral Health in 

America:  Advances and Challenges: 

 Each tooth sealed saves more than $11 in dental 

treatment costs (Griffin et al. 2016).  According to 

the CDC (2016), applying sealants in schools to the 

teeth of the nearly 7 million low-income children 

who do not already have them would prevent 

more than 3 million cavities and save up to $300 

million in dental treatment among these children. 

 Sealants typically protect against 80% of cavities 

for 2 years and continue to protect against 50% of 

cavities for up to 4 years (Community Preventive 

Services Task Force 2013). 

 Although the use of sealants in children continues 

to increase, dental sealants are generally 

underused and differences between low- and 

high-income groups persist (Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 2019). 

 Parents’ lack of awareness of the benefits of dental 
sealants continues to influence this 

underutilization. Only 55% of parents of children 

younger than 18 years have knowledge of dental 

sealants, and the level of awareness is even lower 

among low-income and racial- and ethnic-minority 

parents (Junger et al. 2019). 

 Although dental sealants have been used for 

decades to seal healthy occlusal surfaces to 

prevent dental caries, guidelines published during 

the past 20 years now support their additional use 

for application to posterior chewing surfaces, 

including those with noncavitated dental caries, in 

children and adolescents to stop tooth decay in its 

earliest stages (Wright et al. 2016). 

 The American Dental Association (ADA) and 

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) 

recommendations also advocate sealing primary 

molars in high-risk populations. 

 Removing practitioner-based barriers as to who 

can apply dental sealants to children’s teeth can 
enhance utilization and improve access to this 

valuable preventive treatment.   

To learn more about NCDHM, including tools such as 

press releases, sample newspaper articles, activity 

sheets for kids, and printable NCDHM themed posters, 

visit the ADA’s NCDHM website.
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Healthy People 2030 Updates: 

Children’s Oral Health 
 

 

Healthy People 2030 provides national objectives to 

improve the health and well-being of all Americans 

over the next decade.  It includes 355 core 

(measurable) objectives, including 11 oral health 

objectives.  Every healthcare professional, from those 

working in private practices to community health 

centers to federal agencies, can help promote and 

achieve Healthy People 2030 objectives through 

evidence-based delivery of oral health services and 

referrals to oral health professionals.  Here is a list of 

the oral health objectives as they pertain to children’s 
oral health, along with the national target and baseline 

data.   

OH-01:  Reduce the proportion of children and 

adolescents with lifetime tooth decay.  Tooth decay is 

one of the most common childhood diseases. It can 

lead to pain and infections, and some children with 

tooth decay have trouble eating. Dental sealants, 

fluoridated water and toothpaste, and dietary changes 

can help reduce tooth decay in children and 

adolescents. 

 Baseline:  48.4% of children and adolescents aged 

3 to 19 years had lifetime tooth decay experience 

in their primary or permanent teeth in 2013-16. 

 Target:  42.9% by 2030 

OH-02:  Reduce the proportion of children and 

adolescents with active and currently untreated 

tooth decay in their primary or permanent teeth.  

When it’s untreated, tooth decay can be so painful 
that children have trouble sleeping or miss school. It 

can also lead to infections that may spread to other 

parts of the body. Making sure more children and 

adolescents have access to oral health services can 

help reduce untreated tooth decay. 

 Baseline:  13.4% of children and adolescents aged 

3 to 19 years had active and currently untreated 

decay in their primary or permanent teeth in 2013-

16. 

 Target:  10.2% by 2030 

 

Adopted from Trends in Dental Caries and Sealants, Tooth 

Retention, and Edentulism, United States 1999-2004 to 2011-

2016 

OH-8:  Increase the proportion of children, 

adolescents, and adults who use the oral health care 

system.  Oral diseases cause pain and disability for 

millions of people in the United States, and some are 

linked to other diseases — like diabetes, heart disease, 

and stroke. Regular visits to the dentist can help 

prevent oral diseases and related problems, but most 

people haven’t been to the dentist in the last year. 
Strategies to make it easier for people to get dental 

care are critical for better oral health and overall 

health outcomes. 

 Baseline:  43.3 percent of children, adolescents, 

and adults used the oral health care system in 

2016 (age adjusted to the year 2000 standard 

population). 

 Target:  45.0% by 2030 
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https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/browse-objectives/oral-conditions
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR-2019-index.html#:~:text=This%20surveillance%20report%20provides%20national,health%20by%20certain%20sociodemographic%20characteristics.
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR-2019-index.html#:~:text=This%20surveillance%20report%20provides%20national,health%20by%20certain%20sociodemographic%20characteristics.
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR-2019-index.html#:~:text=This%20surveillance%20report%20provides%20national,health%20by%20certain%20sociodemographic%20characteristics.
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Healthy People 2030 Updates: 

Children’s Oral Health 
 

 

OH-9:  Increase the proportion of low income youth 

who have a preventive dental visit.  Untreated tooth 

decay can lead to problems like pain and infections. 

Regular dental care can prevent these problems, but 

many children and adolescents in the United States — 

especially in low-income families — don’t get 
preventive dental care. Training non-dental providers 

to do oral screenings, talk to caregivers about oral 

health, and refer patients to dental care can help more 

children and adolescents get preventive oral health 

care. 

 Baseline:  78.8% of children aged 1 through 17 

years who reside in households with income less 

than 200 percent of the federal poverty level 

received a preventive dental service in 2016-17. 

 Target:  82.7% by 2030 

OH-10:  Increase the proportion of children and 

adolescents who have received dental sealants on 

one or more of their primary or permanent molar 

teeth.  Dental sealants, or thin plastic coatings painted 

on teeth, can prevent tooth decay. But many children 

and adolescents don’t get dental sealants, and there 
are disparities by race/ethnicity and income. Providing 

sealants through school-based programs is an 

effective way to increase their use. 

 Baseline:  37.0% of children and adolescents aged 

3 to 19 years had received dental sealants on one 

or more of their primary and permanent molar 

teeth in 2013-16. 

 Target:  42.5% by 2030 

Adopted from Trends in Dental Caries and Sealants, Tooth 

Retention, and Edentulism, United States 1999-2004 to 2011-

2016 

OH-11:  Increase the proportion of persons served by 

community systems with optimally fluoridated water 

systems.  Tooth decay is caused by certain bacteria in 

the mouth. When a person eats sugar and other 

refined carbohydrates, these bacteria produce acid 

that removes minerals from the surface of the tooth. 

But fluoride can stop or even reverse the tooth decay 

process — it can help re-mineralize tooth surfaces and 

prevent cavities from forming. Adding fluoride to 

water systems is one of the most effective ways to 

prevent tooth decay. 

 Baseline:  72.8% of persons were served by 

community water systems with optimally 

fluoridated water in 2016. 

 Target:  77.1% by 2030. 

2018 National Water Fluoridation Statistics (CDC) 

Total US population, personsa 327,167,434 

US population on community water systems 

(CWS), personsb,c 

284,075,868 

Total US population on fluoridated drinking 

water systems, personsb,c 

207,426,536 

Percentage of US population receiving 

fluoridated waterc,d 

63.4% 

Percentage of US population on CWS receiving 

fluoridated waterc,e 

73.0% 

Total number of CWS in United Statesb 52,221 

Number of CWS providing fluoridated waterb 17,917 

Number of CWS adjusting fluorideb 5,753 

Number of CWS consecutive to systems with 

optimal fluoride levelsb 

6,340 

Number of CWS with naturally occurring 

fluoride at or above optimal levelsb 

5,727 

Population served by CWS with naturally 

occurring fluoride at or above optimal levelsb,c 

12,059,342 
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https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR-2019-index.html#:~:text=This%20surveillance%20report%20provides%20national,health%20by%20certain%20sociodemographic%20characteristics.
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR-2019-index.html#:~:text=This%20surveillance%20report%20provides%20national,health%20by%20certain%20sociodemographic%20characteristics.
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR-2019-index.html#:~:text=This%20surveillance%20report%20provides%20national,health%20by%20certain%20sociodemographic%20characteristics.
https://www.cdc.gov/fluoridation/statistics/2018stats.htm
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COVID-19 News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HHS announces $48 million to increase public health 

workforce.  On December 23rd, the U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services (HHS), through the 

Health Resources and Services Administration’s 
(HRSA) Federal Office of Rural Health Policy, 

announced the availability of nearly $48 million in 

American Rescue Plan funding for community-based 

organizations to expand public health capacity in rural 

and tribal communities through health care job 

development, training, and placement. Awardees will 

be able to use this funding to address workforce needs 

related to the long-term effects of COVID-19 as well as 

health information technology (IT) needs and other 

key workforce issues.  Applicants can begin the 

application process on Grants.gov and apply by Friday, 

March 18, 2022 at 11:59 p.m. ET.  Visit this Notice of 

Funding Opportunity for more information. 

CDC updates booster guidance.  The CDC updated 

their booster guidance page on February 2nd.  Three 

COVID-19 vaccines are authorized or approved for use 

in the United States to prevent COVID-19. Pfizer-

BioNTech or Moderna (COVID-19 mRNA vaccines) are 

preferred. You may get Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine in some situations. Bring your CDC 

COVID-19 Vaccination Record card to your booster 

shot appointment so your provider can fill in the 

information about your booster dose. If you did not 

receive a card at your first appointment, contact the 

vaccination site where you got your first shot or 

your state health department to find out how you can 

get a card.  You may experience side effects after 

getting a COVID-19 vaccine. These are normal signs 

that your body is building protection against COVID-

19.  If you have enrolled in v-safe, enter your booster 

shot in your v-safe account, the system will send you 

daily health check-ins. You will be able tell CDC about 

any side effects.  A person is considered “boosted” 
and up to date right after getting their booster dose. 

 

 
 

SFG releases latest pandemic paper.  The Santa Fe 

Group has released a November/December 2021 

update of the COVID-19 Challenges and Consequences 

series, white papers that examine the effect of the 

pandemic on oral health care as well as the political, 

economic, and social consequences of the pandemic.  

A total of six papers are available to download on the 

SFG website

Snapshot, as of 2/1/2021 (from CDC): 

Cases in the U.S.:              75,302,383 

New cases:    287,114 

7-day moving average:   415,552 

Deaths in the U.S.   888,784 

New deaths:         3,916 

7-day moving average:        2,369 

People fully vaccinated:         212,130,684 

Percentage of total population:      63.9% 

People receiving booster dose:          88,614,084 

Percentage of fully vaccinated:     41.8% 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/12/23/hhs-announces-availability-nearly-48-million-to-increase-public-health-workforce-rural-tribal-communities.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=336038
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=336038
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/janssen.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccination-card.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccination-card.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/hd-search/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/faq.html#another-dose-in-vsafe
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/faq.html#another-dose-in-vsafe
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://cdeworld.com/special-offers/sfg-covid-19?hq_e=el&hq_m=6398807&hq_l=3&hq_v=2598be12b9
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
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COVID-19 News 
 

 

 

Contact Tracing:  speaking to your close contacts.  The 

CDC has guidance on how to talk to your close contacts 

if you have tested positive for COVID-19.  Close 

contacts are people you have been around (less than 

6 feet away for a combined total of 15 minutes or 

more over a 24-hour period) during the two-day 

period before you first had symptoms OR if you do not 

have symptoms, two days before you were tested for 

COVID-19, through to the time you started isolation. 

They are at greatest risk of infection and therefore 

need to be notified as soon as possible.  If they are 

infected, they could spread COVID-19 starting 2 days 

before they have any symptoms or test positive. By 

letting your close contacts know they may have been 

exposed to COVID-19, you are helping to protect them 

and everyone around them. Recommendations for 

close contacts vary depending on whether they are up 

to date with their COVID vaccinations or had 

confirmed COVID-19 within the 90 days prior to close 

contact. Someone is still considered a close contact 

even if they were wearing a mask while they were 

around you. 

CDC updates healthcare personnel infection 

prevention and control recommendations.  Due to 

concerns about increased transmissibility of the SARS-

CoV-2 Omicron variant, CDC updated their guidance to 

enhance protection for healthcare personnel, 

patients, and visitors and to address concerns about 

potential impacts on the healthcare system given a 

surge in SARS-CoV-2 infections.  This guidance is 

applicable to all U.S. settings where healthcare is 

delivered.  A summary of the updated guidance is as 

follows: 

1. Empiric use of Transmission-Based Precautions 

(quarantine) is recommended for patients who 

have had close contact with someone with SARS-

CoV-2 infection if they are not up to date with all 

recommended COVID-19 vaccine doses.  In 

general, quarantine is not needed for 

asymptomatic patients who are up to date with all 

recommended COVID-19 vaccine doses or who 

have recovered from SARS-CoV-2 infection in the 

prior 90 days; potential exceptions are described 

in the guidance. However, some of these patients 

should still be tested as described in the testing 

section of the guidance. 

2. A test-based strategy and (if available) 

consultation with infectious disease experts is now 

recommended for determining the duration of 

Transmission-Based Precautions for patients with 

SARS-CoV-2 infection who are moderately to 

severely immunocompromised. 

3. Included additional examples when universal 

respirator use could be considered 

4. Additional updates that will have implications for 

healthcare facilities were made in the following 

guidance documents: 

o Interim Guidance for Managing Healthcare 

Personnel with SARS-CoV-2 Infection or 

Exposure to SARS-CoV-2 | CDC 

o Strategies to Mitigate Healthcare Personnel 

Staffing Shortages | CDC 

o Interim Infection Prevention and Control 

Recommendations to Prevent SARS-CoV-2 

Spread in Nursing Homes | CDC 

MMWR study shows risk of not getting vaccination or 

booster.  A study published February 4th in the CDC’s 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 

looked at COVID-19 incidence and hospitalization 

rates in Los Angeles County.  “COVID-19 incidence and 

hospitalization rates in Los Angeles County among 

unvaccinated persons were 3.6 and 23.0 times, 

respectively, those of fully vaccinated persons with a 

booster, and 2.0 and 5.3 times, respectively, those 

among fully vaccinated persons without a booster. 

During both Delta and Omicron predominance, 

incidence and hospitalization rates were highest 

among unvaccinated persons and lowest among 

vaccinated persons with a booster.” 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/tell-your-contacts.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/omicron-variant.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Ffully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/mitigating-staff-shortages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/mitigating-staff-shortages.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7105e1.htm?s_cid=mm7105e1_x
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COVID-19 News 
 

 

 

FDA to discuss EUA for vaccinating <5 years of age.  As 

reported on February 1st, the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration will hold a virtual meeting of 

its Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory 

Committee (VRBPAC) on Feb. 15 to discuss the request 

for emergency use authorization (EUA) of the Pfizer-

BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for use in children 6 

months through 4 years of age.  The news release 

further states:  “The FDA authorized the Pfizer-

BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for use in children 5 

through 11 years of age in October 2021 and recently 

authorized the use of a single booster dose in 

individuals 12 through 15 years of age and older. As of 

Dec. 19, 2021, according the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC), 8.7 million COVID-19 

vaccinations have been given to kids 5 through 11 

years of age, which is about one-third of the 

approximately 24 million U.S. kids this age in the U.S. 

There are approximately 18 million children less than 

5 years of age in the U.S.  The FDA intends to 

livestream the VRBPAC meeting on the agency’s 
YouTube channelExternal Link Disclaimer; the meeting 

will also be webcast from the FDA website.” 

FDA approves 2nd vaccine.  On January 31st, the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced 

approval a second COVID-19 vaccine. The vaccine has 

been known as the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine; the 

approved vaccine will be marketed as Spikevax for the 

prevention of COVID-19 in individuals 18 years of age 

and older.  Spikevax has the same formulation as the 

EUA Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine and is administered 

as a primary series of two doses, one month apart. 

Spikevax can be used interchangeably with the EUA 

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine to provide the COVID-19 

vaccination series. Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine 

remains available under EUA as a two-dose primary 

series for individuals 18 years of age and older, as a 

third primary series dose for individuals 18 years of 

age and older who have been determined to have 

certain kinds of immunocompromise, and as a single 

booster dose for individuals 18 years of age and older 

at least five months after completing a primary series 

of the vaccine. It is also authorized for use as a 

heterologous (or “mix and match”) single booster dose 
for individuals 18 years of age and older following 

completion of primary vaccination with a different 

available COVID-19 vaccine. 

CDC provides risk relative to age and race/ethnicity.  

On January 31st, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention updated tables on COVID-19 risks relative 

to age and race/ethnicity.  With age, compared to the 

18-29 year-old reference group, risk of hospitalization 

and death rises with age as shown by the table below: 

Rate compared 

to 18-29 y.o. 
30-39 40-49 50-64 65-74 75-84 85+ 

Cases2 1x 1x 1x 1x 1x 1x 

Hospitalization3 2x 2x 4x 5x 8x 10x 

Death4 4x 10x 25x 65x 140x 340x 

In relation to race/ethnicity and compared to White, 

Non-Hispanic persons, American Indian/Alaska Native, 

Black, Non-Hispanic, and Hispanic or Latino persons 

have higher risk, as shown by the table below: 

Rate ratios compared to 

WNH AI/AN ANH BNH HL 

Cases1 1.5x 0.7x 1.0x 1.5x 

Hospitalization2 3.2x 0.8x 2.5x 2.4x 

Death3 2.2x 0.8x 1.7x 1.9x 

WNH-White, Non-Hispanic 

AI/AN-American Indian/Alaska Native 

ANH-Asian, Non-Hispanic 

BNH-Black, Non-Hispanic 

HL-Hispanic or Latino 
 

NIOSH approves voluntarily rescind of respirators for 

ALG Health.  On January 11th, The National Institute 

for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 

has honored a request by ALG Health to voluntarily 

rescind ALL NIOSH respirator approvals issued to ALG 

Health with the following approval numbers:  TC-84A-

9259, TC-84A -9262, TC-84A-9270, TC-84A-9271, TC-

84A-9273, TC-84A-9274, TC-84A-9275, TC-84A-9280, 

TC-84A-9281, TC-84A-9282, TC- 84A-9288, TC-84A-

9290, and TC-84A-9292. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-advisory-committee-meeting-discuss-request-authorization-pfizer
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use-children-5-through-11-years-age
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm705152a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm705152a1.htm
https://youtu.be/nGRNfZ8ZHN8
https://youtu.be/nGRNfZ8ZHN8
http://www.fda.gov/about-fda/website-policies/website-disclaimer
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-key-action-approving-second-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-age.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-age.html#footnote02
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-age.html#footnote03
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-age.html#footnote04
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html#footnote01
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html#footnote02
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html#footnote03
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/resources/pressrel/letters/respprotect/CA-2022-1042.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/resources/pressrel/letters/respprotect/CA-2022-1042.html
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SFG Health Integration Series now available.  The 

Continuum on Health Integration, sponsored by the 

Santa Fe Group (SFG), now is available through the SFG 

website.  The series includes presentations related to 

integration of oral health and overall health such as 

how collaborations impact integration, drivers for 

change, the imperative for integration, consumer 

empowerment, learning from federal and state 

integration initiatives, the economics of integration, 

and more.  A total of 10 webinars are offered at no 

cost, and continuing education credit is available.  For 

the four webinars preceding the 2021 SFG Virtual 

Salon, program summaries of the webinars are also 

available on the website. 

Smoking cessation advice may need to be ramped up.  

A study published in October 2021 in the Journal of the 

American Dental Association suggested that more 

effective strategies may need to be deployed in dental 

offices related to tobacco cessation counseling by oral 

health professionals.  Using data from the National 

Health and Nutrition Examination Survey from 2015-

2018, researchers found that 44.6% of the 1,024 

current or former smokers who reported smoking 

cessation and a dental visit within the past 12 months 

did in fact receive smoking cessation advice from an 

oral health professional.  However, even though the 

advice did result in more attempts to quit smoking, 

such advice was not associated with smoking 

abstinence beyond six months.  Researchers 

concluded that “additional efforts seem to be needed 

for smoking cessation in dental practices. 

Implementing enhanced incentive programs or 

promoting tobacco-use cessation certification in 

dental education may be an effective strategy to 

enhance dental professionals’ knowledge and skills in 
providing additional support to their patients.” 

New CDC report estimates 8.5 million undiagnosed 

diabetics.  The 2022 National Diabetes Statistics 

Report, released on January 25th by the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimated that 

37.3 million people in the U.S. have diabetes, or about 

11.3% of the U.S. population.  This includes 28.7 

million people diagnosed and another 8.5 million 

undiagnosed (23% of the adult population has 

undiagnosed diabetes).  In addition, 96 million people 

aged 18 year or older have prediabetes, 38.0% of the 

adult U.S. population, and 26.4 million people aged 65 

years or older (or 48.8% of this age group) have 

prediabetes.  As previously reported late last year, the 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 

found that 9% of Americans (28.2 million people in 

2018) visited only a dental provider and not a medical 

provider, providing the opportunity for oral health 

professionals to screen patients for diabetes and refer 

potential diabetics to medical providers for diagnosis 

and treatment. 

A dentist’s role in screening and treating pediatric 
obstructive sleep apnea.  In a recent article published 

on the Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) website, 

authors make the case for dentists screening for 

obstructive sleep apnea in pediatric patients.  

“Obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) is a condition caused 

by respiratory disturbances at night with sleep 

fragmentation, which can lead to hypoxia and 

inflammation. The effects of OSA can be particularly 

harmful for the pediatric population, leading to 

potential issues in neurobehavioral development, 

obesity, growth failure, bed-wetting and tooth wear. 

While less prevalent than OSA in adults, pediatric 

obstructive sleep apnea (POSA) affects approximately 

1%–6% of children.” Screening tools include various 

questionnaires assessing risk and examining certain 

anatomical characteristics in the oral cavity that may 

increase risk (a list of which is included in the article).   

“Early recognition and treatment of POSA has the 

potential to reduce long-term consequences and 

improve the cognitive potential of the child. 

Treatment of POSA in children as young as 6 months 

had significant effects on behavior later in life, which 

suggests that we should examine children within the 

first year of life for craniofacial and behavioral POSA 

risk factors.” 

https://santafegroup.org/events/
https://santafegroup.org/events/
https://jada.ada.org/article/S0002-8177(21)00436-0/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
https://jada.ada.org/article/S0002-8177(21)00436-0/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/data/statistics-report/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/data/statistics-report/index.html
https://meps.ahrq.gov/data_files/publications/st537/stat537.pdf
https://agd.org/publications-and-news/this-week-at-agd/this-week-at-agd-detail/2021/12/13/the-dentist-s-role-in-screening-and-treating-pediatric-obstructive-sleep-apnea
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News Bites 

 

 

Medicaid adult dental coverage reduced disparities.  

A report published in the January 2022 issue of Health 

Affairs demonstrated that access to dental care 

improved significantly following expansion of 

Medicaid dental coverage to adults under the 

Affordable Care Act.  Using data from the 2011-2018 

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey, the authors found 

that in states with extensive or comprehensive adult 

Medicaid dental benefits, there was an 8% increase in 

dental visits among non-Hispanic Black and Hispanic 

adults, and that This represents a reduction from pre-

expansion disparities by 75 percent for non-Hispanic 

Black adults and 50 percent for Hispanic adults. This 

disparity decline is due to both an increase in dental 

services use among non-Hispanic Black and Hispanic 

adults and little change occurring among non-Hispanic 

White adults. 

Average dental student debt remains high.  A new 

report released by the American Dental Education 

Association (ADEA) shows that dental student debt 

remains high. According to the report, the “average 

education debt reached $301,583 for students 

graduating with debt and responding to ADEA 2021 

survey. When counting for inflation, this amount was 

practically unchanged from what the 2016 

respondents reported.  Annual average education 

debt amounts varied between 2016 and 2021 given 

different cohorts and various response rates to the 

debt question to the ADEA survey over the years (see 

Figure 5). Most of the average education debt that 

predoctoral students reported in the ADEA 2021 

survey was from dental school loans (94%). Only 6% of 

the 2021 average education debt was debt for 

previous education that the predoctoral graduating 

students reported still outstanding upon entering 

dental school.”  The report of 2021 students also has 
other findings such as when students choose a career 

in dentistry, dental students’ preparedness to practice 

dentistry upon graduation, advanced dental education 

plans of students, and the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic in relation to students’ plans for advanced 

education after dental school.  Below is a graph that 

shows the average educational debt of graduating 

dental students from 2016 to 2021. 

 

USPSTF seeks nominations for members.  Created in 

1984, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) 

is an independent, volunteer panel of national experts 

in prevention and evidence-based medicine. The Task 

Force works to improve the health of people 

nationwide by making evidence-

based recommendations about clinical preventive 

services such as screenings, counseling services, and 

preventive medications. The USPSTF is made up of 16 

volunteer members who are nationally recognized 

experts in prevention, evidence-based medicine, and 

primary care. Their fields of practice and expertise 

include behavioral health, family medicine, geriatrics, 

internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics and 

gynecology, and nursing.  Currently there are 12 

physicians, one nurse, and three Ph.D.’s on the 

committee, but no oral health professionals. If you or 

your organization would like to nominate an individual 

or individuals to the USPSTF, click here to begin the 

process. The deadline to submit nominations is March 

15th. 

https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.01191
https://adea.org/seniors2021/
https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/recommendation-topics
https://www.ahrq.gov/cpi/about/otherwebsites/uspstf/nominate.html
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News Bites 

 

 

Indian Health Service carries out 80 GKAS events.  As 

reported in the ADA News in late January, over 80 

events across the Indian Health Service (IHS) are 

planned for 2022, valued at over $700,000 in services 

benefitting 20,000 American Indian/Alaska Native 

(AI/AN) children.  This is the third year the IHS has 

collaborated with the American Dental Association 

with the Give Kids A Smile® initiative, and over the 

three-year partnership over 2,000 dental staff from 

IHS and tribal dental programs have carried out 295 

events benefitting almost 45,000 AI/AN children, 

providing an estimated $2.1 million in benefits from 

these one-day prevention, education, and restorative 

events.  

FDA issues warning on buprenorphine. On January 

12th, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

issued a communication warning patients and 

prescribers about the potential for dental problems 

associated with buprenorphine medicines  dissolved 

in the mouth to treat opioid use disorder (OUD) and 

pain. Dental problems (including tooth decay, cavities, 

dental abscesses/infection, tooth erosion, and, in 

some cases, total tooth loss), have been reported even 

in patients with no history of dental issues. Patients 

may lessen their risk of dental problems by taking 

certain preventative measures. After the product is 

completely dissolved, patients should take a large sip 

of water, swish it gently around their teeth and gums, 

and swallow, waiting for at least one hour before 

brushing their teeth after use of the product to avoid 

damage to the teeth. Patients should also visit a 

dentist to develop a preventative strategy, including 

close monitoring by the dentist and regular dental 

checkups. FDA also encourages patients and 

prescribers to report adverse events, medication 

errors, and quality problems experienced with the use 

of any medical product to MedWatch: The FDA Safety 

Information and Adverse Event Reporting Program. 

USPHS celebrates 133rd birthday.  On January 4, 2022, 

the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) celebrated the 

Service’s 133rd birthday.  U.S. surgeon general VADM 

Vivek Murthy commemorated the occasion by 

thanking the “uniformed service of 6000 committed 

health professionals who have been protecting our 

nation’s health for more than a century,” adding that 
“USPHSCC officers respond to natural disasters, 
provide health care in underserved communities, and 

help contain the spread of infectious disease here and 

throughout the world.  They have been a central part 

of the COVID-19 response.”  Learn more about the 
history of the USPHS here. 

A quarter of dentists may retire in the next four 

years.  According to a new report by Dental Post, 27% 

of dentists plan to retire within the next four years, 

and 31% within 10 years, with one fifth of those 

planning to retire being under the age of 65 years.  If 

true, this could lead to further shortages in the 

profession, especially in relation to the growing 

population. 
 

  
 

All About Fluoride Infographic updated.  The 

American Dental Association (ADA) has updated their 

“All about Fluoride” two-page infographic.  The flyer 

makes the case for fluoridated water and provides 

dentists with references to the ADA’s fluoridation 
facts and other resources.
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https://www.ada.org/publications/ada-news/2022/january/indian-health-service-patients-reaping-benefits
https://www.ada.org/resources/community-initiatives/give-kids-a-smile
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-warns-about-dental-problems-buprenorphine-medicines-dissolved-mouth-treat-opioid-use-disorder
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-warns-about-dental-problems-buprenorphine-medicines-dissolved-mouth-treat-opioid-use-disorder
https://www.fda.gov/safety/medwatch-fda-safety-information-and-adverse-event-reporting-program
https://www.fda.gov/safety/medwatch-fda-safety-information-and-adverse-event-reporting-program
https://m.facebook.com/USSurgeonGeneral/posts/497642408383700
https://www.usphs.gov/history
https://www.dentalpost.net/salary-survey/dentist-results/
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/2022_ada_adh_all_about_fluoride.pdf?rev=d24af5b913ae44658e3941f6c44c65e6&hash=6C3EF965D2C0255DDE51EBA51DCC87BA
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News Bites 

 

 

Disarming a blood-clotting protein prevents gum 

disease in mice.  As reported in an NIH news release 

in late December 2021, researchers found that 

blocking the protein fibrin, which triggers an 

“overactive immune response that damages” the 
periodontium, prevented bone loss from periodontal 

disease in mice.  An estimated 42% of the U.S. 

population has periodontitis, and 8% have severe 

periodontitis (Oral Health in America, page 3A-3).  

Thus, this study suggests that “suppressing abnormal 

fibrin activity could hold promise for preventing or 

treating periodontal disease, as well as other 

inflammatory disorders marked by fibrin buildup, 

including arthritis and multiple sclerosis.” 

WHO Executive Board passes Global Oral Health 

Strategy.  In its 150th session, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) Executive Board met January 24-

29 and held discussions on oral health, including the 

Global Oral Health Strategy.  Relevant activities on oral 

health were in sessions 8 and 9 at the following points:  

Session 8 – 1:42:45 – International Dental Federation; 

1:43:58 – International Association of Dental 

Research; 1:47:03 – WHO Secretariat response to oral 

health input; and 1:53:03 – WHO Deputy DG reference 

to oral health during the Group 2 summary; Session 9 

– 37:30 – Executive Board’s adoption of Item 7 Report, 

including the draft Global Oral Health Strategy.  

Thanks to my colleague, Dr. James Taylor, chief dental 

officer of Canada, for providing all of this information. 

Article highlights challenges and opportunities with 

IDD patients.  An article published in the February 

2022 issue of Inside Dentistry highlights the challenges 

in access to dental care for patients with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities (IDDs) such as Down 

syndrome, Fragile X syndrome, autism spectrum 

disorder, fetal alcohol syndrome, and other 

conditions.  Increasing knowledge and competency to 

work on this special population is important, and, as 

the authors state, “ultimately, increasing awareness of 
the need to improve access to treatment for those 

with IDDs is the most important factor.” 

Safety in dentistry recorded webinar now available.  

On January 19th, as part of its initiative on embracing a 

culture of safety in dentistry, the American Dental 

Association hosted a webinar, “Communicating with 
Patients When Things Go Wrong in Dentistry.”  This 

webinar, featuring Julie Morath, RN, MS, CPPS, and 

Thomas Gallagher, MD, describes steps oral health 

professionals can take to enhance a culture of patient 

safety in their practice.  The recorded webinar is at no 

cost and available to non-dentists and non-ADA 

members as well.  To learn more or to register, click 

here.  

NIH releases report on Medication-Assisted Therapy.  

In December, the National Institute on Drug Abuse 

(NIDA), one of the 27 institutes of the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH), released its Medications to 

Treat Opioid Use Disorder Research Report.  According 

to NIDA, in 2020 an estimated 2.7 million people aged 

12 or older in the U.S. had an opioid use disorder in 

the past 12 months, including 2.3 million people with 

a prescription opioid use disorder.  In addition, 

overdose deaths involving prescription opioids more 

than quadrupled from 1999 to 2016.  This report 

summarizes the evidence behind effective 

medications used in medication-assisted therapy for 

opioid use disorder.  The graph below shows the trend 

on national overdose deaths involving opioids, from 

NIDA. 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/disarming-blood-clotting-protein-prevents-gum-disease-mice
https://www.who.int/about/governance/executive-board/executive-board-150th-session
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_7-en.pdf
https://www.aegisdentalnetwork.com/id/2022/02/digital-edition
https://ebusiness.ada.org/education/viewcourse.aspx?id=635
https://nida.nih.gov/download/21349/medications-to-treat-opioid-use-disorder-research-report.pdf?v=99088f7584dac93ddcfa98648065bfbe
https://nida.nih.gov/download/21349/medications-to-treat-opioid-use-disorder-research-report.pdf?v=99088f7584dac93ddcfa98648065bfbe
https://nida.nih.gov/sites/default/files/images/fig3od2020.jpg
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USPHS Chief Dental Officer  

External Events 
 

 

Latest Chief Dental Officer Events Completed  

 

 January 6-7, 2022:  ADA Council on Advocacy for 

Access and Prevention, virtual (attended and 

presented update from the USPHS) 

 January 12, 2022:  North Dakota Tele-ECHO 

presentation on integration of oral health and 

overall health, virtual 

 January 12, 2022:  MSDA Medicaid, Medicare, and 

CHIP Oral Health Symposium presentation on 

current issues in oral health, virtual 

 January  19, 2022:  Tufts  University School of 

Dental Medicine panel presentation on dental 

public health, virtual 

 January 19, 2022:  Connecticut State Dental 

Association Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Summit 

panel presentation and discussion, virtual 

 January 26, 2022:  Georgia Oral Health 

Coordinators Meeting presentation on oral health 

equity and key issues in oral health, virtual 

 January 26, 2022:  American Association of Oral 

and Maxillofacial Surgeons Committee on 

Governmental Affairs presentation on the USPHS 

and current national oral health issues, virtual 

 

Upcoming Chief Dental Officer Events  

 

 February 10, 2022:  Presentation to USPHS retired 

dental officers’ group, virtual 
 February 15, 2022:  Moderator for panel 

discussion on medical-dental integration as part of 

the American Institute of Dental Public Health 

Transforming Veteran Oral Health Colloquium, 

virtual 

 February 24, 2022:  Attend February 24-25 and 

present on bi-directional medical-dental 

integration at the Association of Military Surgeons 

of the U.S. Annual Meeting Oral Health Session, 

virtual 

 March 2, 2022:  West Virginia School of Dentistry 

USPHS overview presentation, Morgantown, WV 

 March 4, 2022:  Presentation on current issues in 

oral health at the West Virginia Oral Health 

Summit, Roanoke, WV 

 April 2, 2022:  Presentation on the oral health 

pandemic response at the American College of 

Dentists meeting, Asheville, NC 

 April 9, 2022:  Presentation on medical-dental 

integration at the American Association of Dental 

Board mid-year meeting, virtual 

 April 10, 2022:  Presentation on the Oral Health in 

America report and moderator of the Federal 

Dental Services session at the National Oral Health 

Conference, Ft. Worth, TX 

 April 11-13, 2022:  Attending National Oral Health 

Conference, Ft. Worth, TX 

 April 28, 2022:  Panel presentation (presenting on 

oral health equity, Healthy People 2030, and the 

pandemic as it affects oral health) at the American 

Association of Community Dental Programs, 

virtual 

 May 11-12, 2022:  Presentation on key oral health 

issues at the Oregon Health Authority Meeting, 

Portland, OR 

 May 18-19, 2022:  Presentations on Oral Health in 

America report, emerging public health threats, 

and bi-directional integration of oral health and 

overall health at the Federal Bureau of Prisons 

annual meeting, Aurora, CO 

 May 20, 2022:  Presentation on current national 

oral health issues at the New Hampshire Dental 

Society meeting, Meredith, NH 

 June 22-25, 2022:  Presentation on key oral health 

issues affecting the Native American population, 

and attend parts of the Society of American Indian 

Dentists annual meeting, Isleta, NM 

 June 25, 2022:  Presentation on national oral 

health issues at the American Dental Hygienists 

Association meeting, Louisville, KY 

 July 14-15, 2022:  Attend and presentation on 

USPHS to the ADA Council on Advocacy for Access 

and Prevention, Chicago, IL 
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USPHS Chief Dental Officer  

External Events 
 

 
 

 

January 19, 2022:  I joined my esteemed colleagues Dr. Julio H Rodriguez and Dr. Maxine Feinberg, former presidents of 

the American Dental Association and outstanding leaders in dentistry, in a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion panel hosted by 

the Connecticut State Dental Association. Women dentists earn 60% of what their male counterparts do, and there 

continues to be significant disparities in the oral health workforce and representation by minorities. Thanks to Dr. Delessio-

Matta (CSDA president) and Cynthia Holloway (CE director) for the invitation to speak, and to my colleagues for their 

outstanding remarks. We must all strive to mentor students and promote diversity and inclusive in our profession. 
 

 

January 19, 2022:  It was a pleasure presenting to over 200 dental students at the Tufts School of Dental Medicine with 

Mary Otto (journalist and author of the 2017 book, Teeth: The Story of Beauty, Inequality, and the Struggle for Oral Health 

in America) , Dr. Nick Gordon (a Tufts dental graduate, pediatric dentist, dental public health specialist, and USAF captain), 

and Dr. Mike Monopoli (vice-president of grant strategy at the CareQuest Institute of Oral Health). Thanks to Professor 

Kathy Dolan for arranging yet another wonderful opportunity to speak with students, and for her continuing leadership in 

public health, especially in promoting veterans' oral health through organizations such as Service with a Smile. 

https://www.facebook.com/julioh.rodriguez.902?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUV7RzAHIkhS1rFiXbI3KdoatIEUolpJUiBDeqF3RW2TGxwy4xdv7e2zWuLG22crGvvWBHfrDvyiVkPY6JNce33k7Cv9hzYzUkuAjCYJM8dswX5XIMgvnbtRPpN_Ply-Ew&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/maxine.feinberg?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUV7RzAHIkhS1rFiXbI3KdoatIEUolpJUiBDeqF3RW2TGxwy4xdv7e2zWuLG22crGvvWBHfrDvyiVkPY6JNce33k7Cv9hzYzUkuAjCYJM8dswX5XIMgvnbtRPpN_Ply-Ew&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/mary.otto.7712?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXJk7PoUCYMIbYuCfqkJMMNBpb-8KUN8mkT0xNAvhJ-hhnIliNvdo6ATFpFivgw-iTuEnChERSe0ypsqkpeCaKSYlTwz9Ow7mT6G0FUgi7h-i3pyIFSQ1FcsCSjfPqHdE8&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/kathy.dolan.39?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXJk7PoUCYMIbYuCfqkJMMNBpb-8KUN8mkT0xNAvhJ-hhnIliNvdo6ATFpFivgw-iTuEnChERSe0ypsqkpeCaKSYlTwz9Ow7mT6G0FUgi7h-i3pyIFSQ1FcsCSjfPqHdE8&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Upcoming Meetings  

& Events 
 

 

Note:  This listing of upcoming events of dental 

organizations may not be all-inclusive, and is designed to 

share upcoming opportunities.  Listing does not imply 

endorsement by the USPHS of any organization or event.   

February 15-16, 2022:  2022 AIDPH Colloquium, 

virtual.  This meeting by the American Institute of 

Dental Public Health, is entitled “Transforming 
Veteran Oral Health” and will focus on improving 
access to oral health and improving the quality of oral 

health care to veterans, and builds upon the 2021 

white paper “Veteran Oral Health:  Expanding Access 

and Equity.” The two-day agenda will include trauma-

informed approaches to dental care, minimally 

invasive and integrated oral health, equipping FQHCs 

and rural health centers for veteran care, value-based 

care, and integrating oral health and overall health.  

Registration is $75 until February 7th, and student 

tickets are $25.  To register, click here.  I will be 

moderating a session on advancing medical-dental 

integration for veterans on February 15th that will 

include esteemed panelists Ms. Sarah Holland 

(Virginia Health Catalyst), Dr. Hugh Silk (Center for 

Integration of Primary Care and Oral Health), and 

Michael Jacques (DentaQuest). 

February 16, 2022:  CDC Dental Public Health 

Residency Lecture Series, 1-2:30 p.m. EST, virtual.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Division of Oral Health is hosting the next webinar in 

their Dental Public Health Lecture Series. These 

webinars are for current dental public health 

residents, prospective residents, and anyone 

interested in the field of dental public health. They are 

designed to help dental public health residents gain a 

better understanding of the 10 dental public health 

competencies outlined in the American Board of 

Dental Public Health. They feature experts in dental 

public health to provide a deeper dive into their 

experiences and each competency, and other current 

topics in the field.  The next webinar will feature Lois 

K. Cohen, PhD who will be presenting, “Confronting 

Inequity through Global Health Policies.” To join the 

webinar, click here, and use passcode: tu7ZB!8Y. 

February 22-25, 2022:  AMSUS Annual Conference, 

National Harbor, MD.    The annual meeting of the 

Association of Military Surgeons of the U.S. (AMSUS) 

will be held at beautiful National Harbor at the Gaylord 

National Resort and Conference Center.  The theme of 

this meeting is “Healthcare Transformation Starts with 
Medical Education and Training.”  There is also a 
virtual component that will be held February 22-25, 

2022.  The oral health session, led by the U.S. Public 

Health Service, provides pre-recorded virtual sessions 

on or after Thursday, February 24th and brings 

together representation from the military dental 

services, the USPHS, and the VA. 

 LCDR Amy Respondek, USPHS oral surgeon:  How 

to Approach Temporomandibular Disorders  

 LCDR Caitlin Darcey, USN periodontist:  Biologic 

Mediators or Use of Lasers on Soft Tissue  

 LCDR Melissa Reyes, USPHS dermatologist:  Facial 

Lesions That a Dentist May Encounter  

 RADM Tim Ricks, USPHS CDO:  Bi-Directional 

Integration of Oral Health and Overall Health 

 MAJ Carleen Sells, USA endodontist:  Dental 

Emergencies from the Endodontist Perspective 

 MAJ Jenny Stevens, USAF prosthodontist: A 

Dentist’s Perspective on Nutrition 

 Dr. David Stanczyk, VHA dentist:  Clinical Power of 

the Electronic Dental Record  

To learn more about the meeting, click here.  

Registration rates re $300 for AMSUS members, $450 

for non-members. 

February 23, 2022:  Webinar, Human Trafficking:  

What ED Physicians Want Dentists to Know about 

Identifying At-Risk Patients, 12-1 p.m. CT.  Presented 

by the American Dental Association’s Council on 
Advocacy for Access and Prevention (CAAP), this 

webinar will take place from 12-1 Central Time.  

Participants will be able to learn how to recognize 

potential victims of human trafficking and implement 

strategies for screening at-risk patients, apply 

interventions, and discuss healthcare worker 

obligations in reporting suspected trafficking.  Register 

here for this webinar. 

https://www.carequest.org/system/files/CareQuest_Institute_Veteran-Oral-Health.pdf
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/CareQuest_Institute_Veteran-Oral-Health.pdf
https://aidph.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-Colloquium-Agenda.pdf
https://events.hubilo.com/aidph-2022-veteran/register
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=2yva9W1LzDzWUR-2FBsaw5TRzYPfhRseRPQsbMDRfo1def91Lh3Y-2FZXdgsttyUwPZ-2BWptgFlIlpfEpJz4s7L-2FnjIcIKhaYEHnHG2SxasCt0IE8VBdA-2F-2FkrIVciLeeIRmu-2BT68I_D-2F0FJWNLByiNRynoKqP1B-2B-2BFnFFZaOd6oWeI0yo-2BSODOH0O4xZUupamjGx-2BvqbVa5VUGqjGzPhokI3OdvicanEUtYEy2IYZ92OLd401cdup2dJF7yajBfXi1nav-2B3nwDe1q-2FfME3hM2FJDpB7KK8qVnBf2RluYTi1HNjgxugSFMRyP-2BvoctG5ocdI5im2x9GrhO1JgD9TPsN4FkYaq9E73YdVH-2BVl5E-2FywN6oamz5h3aHlX3ZpF1ej2gdKWa69WQJbOSkyhvUAEJ90feALIQMiN9AGAcd4F6aDaDzZBBPz4u-2BIzzeNxDtbAuUpvXez3x
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=2yva9W1LzDzWUR-2FBsaw5TRzYPfhRseRPQsbMDRfo1def91Lh3Y-2FZXdgsttyUwPZ-2BWptgFlIlpfEpJz4s7L-2FnjIcIKhaYEHnHG2SxasCt0IECEajBRRy13R5jUlROxAea_Ki9_D-2F0FJWNLByiNRynoKqP1B-2B-2BFnFFZaOd6oWeI0yo-2BSODOH0O4xZUupamjGx-2BvqbVa5VUGqjGzPhokI3OdvicanEUtYEy2IYZ92OLd401cdup2dJF7yajBfXi1nav-2B3nwDe1q-2FfME3hM2FJDpB7KK8qVnBf2RluYTi1HNjgxugSFNP5bTqtUNQ8SElme4mbhH1lBQXt8m7C98BSlwJd017kmNRY23e0qEpLtot90z1leqBYlHOhgUVJwXT2-2Fz0xQZVaTbvRy1YCor-2BDHC6qgDkqB0xXfxk49wyLM0nve-2B8MbTixrwn93Ar2ARZKU-2BuAdbV
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=2yva9W1LzDzWUR-2FBsaw5TRzYPfhRseRPQsbMDRfo1def91Lh3Y-2FZXdgsttyUwPZ-2BWptgFlIlpfEpJz4s7L-2FnjIcIKhaYEHnHG2SxasCt0IECEajBRRy13R5jUlROxAea_Ki9_D-2F0FJWNLByiNRynoKqP1B-2B-2BFnFFZaOd6oWeI0yo-2BSODOH0O4xZUupamjGx-2BvqbVa5VUGqjGzPhokI3OdvicanEUtYEy2IYZ92OLd401cdup2dJF7yajBfXi1nav-2B3nwDe1q-2FfME3hM2FJDpB7KK8qVnBf2RluYTi1HNjgxugSFNP5bTqtUNQ8SElme4mbhH1lBQXt8m7C98BSlwJd017kmNRY23e0qEpLtot90z1leqBYlHOhgUVJwXT2-2Fz0xQZVaTbvRy1YCor-2BDHC6qgDkqB0xXfxk49wyLM0nve-2B8MbTixrwn93Ar2ARZKU-2BuAdbV
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=2yva9W1LzDzWUR-2FBsaw5TRzYPfhRseRPQsbMDRfo1def91Lh3Y-2FZXdgsttyUwPZ-2BWptgFlIlpfEpJz4s7L-2FnjIcIKhaYEHnHG2SxasCt0IFgyRaIV5GgYl2oXxlPG5Y57Gcz_D-2F0FJWNLByiNRynoKqP1B-2B-2BFnFFZaOd6oWeI0yo-2BSODOH0O4xZUupamjGx-2BvqbVa5VUGqjGzPhokI3OdvicanEUtYEy2IYZ92OLd401cdup2dJF7yajBfXi1nav-2B3nwDe1q-2FfME3hM2FJDpB7KK8qVnBf2RluYTi1HNjgxugSFN9YtqCsvCOLnUObHxQI448U9sXDI9qHjkrYyyBO6hQS08hNGWIDQtEmPSFPRxicYBedA-2FuxEWSJ3mc5yxmx4sUkJQpW45oOlR-2BvzVJ-2BhNqwx1StkYtFp5Uv7eLs0wSnj8BYrWECqH95jGmqzgbziYo
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=2yva9W1LzDzWUR-2FBsaw5TRzYPfhRseRPQsbMDRfo1def91Lh3Y-2FZXdgsttyUwPZ-2BWptgFlIlpfEpJz4s7L-2FnjIcIKhaYEHnHG2SxasCt0IFgyRaIV5GgYl2oXxlPG5Y57Gcz_D-2F0FJWNLByiNRynoKqP1B-2B-2BFnFFZaOd6oWeI0yo-2BSODOH0O4xZUupamjGx-2BvqbVa5VUGqjGzPhokI3OdvicanEUtYEy2IYZ92OLd401cdup2dJF7yajBfXi1nav-2B3nwDe1q-2FfME3hM2FJDpB7KK8qVnBf2RluYTi1HNjgxugSFN9YtqCsvCOLnUObHxQI448U9sXDI9qHjkrYyyBO6hQS08hNGWIDQtEmPSFPRxicYBedA-2FuxEWSJ3mc5yxmx4sUkJQpW45oOlR-2BvzVJ-2BhNqwx1StkYtFp5Uv7eLs0wSnj8BYrWECqH95jGmqzgbziYo
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/j/1617534816?pwd=VzhwMEpHODBRZkp4WFVpK1hURlRzQT09
https://www.amsus.org/events/annual-meeting-2/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ko-gZx9zTQ2ZgKABEESuhQ
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February 24-26, 2022:  Chicago Dental Society 

Midwinter Meeting, Chicago, IL.  The 157th Chicago 

Dental Society Midwinter Meeting will be held as an 

in-person meeting at Chicago’s McCormick Place West 
Building.  The meeting features over 200 workshops 

and courses.  Learn more or register by clicking here.  

March 4-5, 2022:  Dental Hygiene Leadership Summit, 

virtual. The American Dental Hygienists Association 

(ADHA) is hosting a virtual leadership summit March 

4-5, 2022 offering up to nine hours of continuing 

education, as well as a live, in-person summit adjacent 

to the ADHA annual meeting in Louisville, Kentucky in 

June.  The summit is designed to provide hygienists 

with leadership skills.  Learn more about the meeting 

and register by clicking here.  

March 6-12, 2022:  Dental Assistants Recognition 

Week.  Each year we celebrated Dental Assistants 

Recognition Week (DARW).  The theme for the 2022 

event is “Dental Assistants:  Passionate about Our 

Patients, Dedicated to Our Profession,” as designated 
by the American Dental Assistants Association (ADAA).  

Take time to recognize these hard-working members 

of the oral health team this year.  ADAA has an array 

of tools to help promote DARW. 

 

March 17-19, 2022:  The Hinman Dental Society, 

Atlanta, GA.  Sponsored by the Hinman Dental Society, 

the 2022 meeting will be held at the Georgia World 

Congress Center and Omni Hotel at CNN Center, and it 

offers world-class continuing education and all-

inclusive technical exhibits.  To learn more or to 

register, click here.   

March 19-22, 2022:  American Dental Education 

Association Annual Session & Exhibition, 

Philadelphia, PA.    The 2022 annual ADEA meeting, 

with a theme of “Lifting as We Rise,” will bring 

together dental, allied dental and advanced dental 

educators and students for four days of world-class 

educational sessions and an exhibit hall filled with 

dental education’s leading partners. To learn more, 

click here. 

March 23-26, 2022:  AADOCR/CADR Annual Meeting 

& Exhibition, Atlanta, GA.  The 2022 meeting of the 

American Association for Dental, Oral, and 

Craniofacial Research (AADOCR, formerly the 

American Association of Dental Research) and 

Canadian Association of Dental Research (CADR) will 

be a hybrid meeting, in person in Atlanta and virtual.  

Online or onsite, present your cutting-edge research 

and view top-notch scientific programming, including 

poster presentations, oral presentations, symposia, 

and Distinguished Lecture Series plenary sessions.  To 

learn more, click here.  Proof of vaccination is required 

or all in-person meeting attendees prior to traveling to 

Atlanta. 

April 8-9, 2022:  AADB Meeting, virtual. The mid-year 

meeting of the American Association of Dental Boards 

will be held virtually again this year.  It provides an 

forum for keeping up-to-date with state board 

concerns. Programs are designed to allow 

opportunities for interaction among all participants, 

including board members, dentists, dental hygienists, 

dental assistants, educators, board attorneys, and 

dental specialty associations. Panels and small 

discussion groups exchange ideas and information. 

Participants take away valuable information on 

current issues and all aspects of dental and dental 

hygiene regulation.  Early registration is until February 

28th, with rates of $475 for members and $699 for 

non-members.  Click here to register. 

https://www.cds.org/midwinter-meeting
https://adhaleadershipsummit.org/aaStatic.asp?SFP=SlJZWEhEWlVAOTUyMUBBYm91dCB0aGUgTGVhZGVyc2hpcCBTdW1taXQ
https://www.adaausa.org/DARW
https://www.adaausa.org/DARW
https://www.hinman.org/
https://www.adea.org/2022/?&utm_source=adea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=as2022&_zs=1gFhc1&_zl=VR8o7
https://www.iadr.org/AADR/Meetings/2022-AADOCR-CADR-Annual-Meeting?utm_source=Real%20Magnet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=173115572
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O7RXS0H8ijVp5e53Y5w8bY9O6Q2LR1v4JVYKvmC9XmI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O7RXS0H8ijVp5e53Y5w8bY9O6Q2LR1v4JVYKvmC9XmI/edit
https://aadb.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mcform&view=ngforms&id=2111782#/
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April 10, 2022:  Federal Dental Services Session at 

NOHC, Fort Worth, TX.  As part of the National Oral 

Health Conference, the Federal Dental Services (FDS) 

will once again host a weekend workshop prior to the 

conference, led by the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Registration to NOHC is required, but this is a great 

opportunity for anyone – this session is not restricted 

to just the Federal Dental Services.  Click here to learn 

more about the conference.  Up to four hours of CDE 

credit will be available.  Here is the planned lineup for 

the session from 12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.: 

 Lessons Learned:  Preparing for the Next Pandemic, 

Casey Hannan, Director of the CDC Division of Oral 

Health (Keynote Address) 

 Challenges & Opportunities in the Era of COVID by 

COL Scott Irwin (USAF), COL Paul Colthirst (USA), 

LTC Peter Drouillard (USA), CAPT Kathleen Buss 

(USN), and CDR Tequilla McGahee (USPHS) 

 Using Data to Drive Antibiotic and Opioid 

Stewardship in Dentistry, Dr. Gretchen Gibson 

(VHA) 

 Oral Health in America:  Advances and Challenges, 

Key Messages, RADM Tim Ricks (USPHS CDO) 

April 11-13, 2022:  NOHC, Fort Worth, TX.  The 2022 

23rd National Oral Health Conference (NOHC), co-

sponsored by the Association of State and Territorial 

Dental Directors (ASTDD) and the American 

Association of Public Health Dentistry (AAPHD), will be 

held in Fort Worth.  NOHC offers educational sessions 

on a diverse array of topics by leaders in the field and 

is designed for dentists, dental hygienists, health 

researchers, dental/health educators, legislators, 

public health officials, Medicaid/CHIP dental program 

staff or consultants, state/territorial dental directors, 

county/city/local dental directors, community health 

center personnel, students, school-based and school-

linked health center personnel, federally-employed 

dental personnel, as well as dental 

manufacturers/distributors and dental insurance 

companies – in short, anyone interested in engaging in 

collaboration to improve the oral health of the public.  

Early bird registration is open until February 21st at a 

cost of $645 for members, $850 for non-members, 

$300 for students, and $390 for one-day attendance. 

Click here to learn more about the conference. 

May 23-26, 2022:  USPHS Scientific & Training 

Symposium, Glendale, AZ.  The 55th annual 

conference of the U.S. Public Health Service will be 

held in person May 23-26 at the Renaissance Phoenix 

Glendale Hotel in Phoenix, Arizona.  The theme of the 

meeting is “Preparing for the Future.”  Attendees 
generally include USPHS officers, officials from 

agencies served by the USPHS, military personnel, 

public health officials, and sometimes health 

professions students.  Key speakers include USPHS 

Commissioned Corps leaders.  Early bird conference 

rates are $355 for members of the Commissioned 

Officers Association, $595 for non-members, and $70 

for state/local/federal civilian or college/university 

faculty.  You can view the conference brochure here, 

or register here.  On May 25th, the USPHS Dental 

Category will hold its annual “Category Day” and will 
feature: 

 Bisphosphonates and the Anticoagulated Patient 

by CDR Justin Sikes 

 Establishing a Culture of Safety in Dentistry by Dr. 

(CAPT, Ret.) Steve Geiermann from the ADA 

 Surgeon General David Satcher Keynote Lecture by 

acclaimed medical journalist and author Mary Otto 

 Presentation of annual USPHS Dental Category 

Awards 

 An endodontic lecture be LCDR Terryl Petropoulos 

 Oral Health in America:  Advances and Challenges 

by CAPT Renée Joskow  

 Current and Future Issues in Oral Health by RADM 

Tim Ricks 

June 10-11, 2022:  Hispanic Dental Association 

Annual Meeting, Fort Lee, NJ.  The annual meeting of 

the Hispanic Dental Association will be held at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton Fort Lee-George Washington 

Bridge in Fort Lee, NJ from June 20-11, 2022.  With a 

https://www.nationaloralhealthconference.com/
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=39424&StepNumber=1&v=ODFjYmExMTctZWJmNS00MmQ2LWE0NmMtZDgwODI0OTNmZWRj
https://www.nationaloralhealthconference.com/
https://cdn.ymaws.com/coausphs.org/resource/resmgr/symposium/2022/usphs_scientific_training_sy.pdf
https://www.phscof.org/registration/
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theme of “Bridging the Gap for Hispanic Oral Health,” 
the conference will include HDA chapter meetings, an 

exhibit floor, and mentoring activities for students and 

international graduates.  To learn more about his 

meeting, click here. 

June 16-18, 2022:  OSAP Annual Conference, 

Minneapolis, MN.  The annual meeting of the 

Organization for Safety, Asepsis and Prevention 

(OSAP) will be held at the Hyatt Regency Minneapolis.  

Registration is not yet open.  The target audience for 

this conference includes clinicians, educators, 

infection control coordinators, infection control 

companies, community health centers, and more.  To 

learn more about this meeting, visit the OSAP website. 

June 22-25, 2022:  Society of American Indian 

Dentists Annual Meeting, Isleta, NM.  The annual 

conference of the Society of American Indian Dentists 

(SAID) will be held June 22-25 at the Isleta Resort in 

Isleta Pueblo, New Mexico.  The conference has a pre-

conference workshop, Native cooking demonstration, 

a 5K walk/run at Isleta Lakes, a tour of the Isleta health 

center, and multiple continuing education courses.  

The conference schedule and registration link are not 

yet available, but you can learn more about the 

meeting here. 

June 24-26, 2022:  American Dental Hygienists 

Association Meeting, Louisville, KY.  The annual 

meeting of the ADHA will be held June 24-26 at the 

Kentucky International Convention Center in 

Louisville, KY.  the Annual Conference reflects the core 

issues of dental hygiene – seamlessly blending 

inspiration and practical application with an expert 

conference program boasting more leading oral 

healthcare minds focused on dental hygiene than 

anywhere else, along with hands-on workshops, 

awards and networking opportunities.  The 

conference is open to everyone, including students, 

with early bird rates until March 18th at $349 for ADHA 

members, $549 for non-members, $150 for students, 

and day and guest passes also available.  To learn more 

about the meeting, click here. 

July 27-30, 2022:  AGD Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL.  

The 2022 annual conference of the Academy of 

General Dentistry will be held at the Rosen Shingle 

Creek July 27-30, 2022.    Presenters include a keynote 

address by former NBA player Walter Bond.  To learn 

more, click here.  Registration is now open for this 

meeting here. 

 

 

http://www.hdassoc.org/
https://www.osap.org/annual-conference
http://www.thesaidonline.org/conference2022
https://adha2022.org/aaStatic.asp?SFP=RUhWWEZTR1lAODYzMkBBYm91dCB0aGUgQ29uZmVyZW5jZQ
https://www.agd.org/agd-meeting
https://registration.experientevent.com/showAGD221

